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PREFACE. 

When  the  author  first  compiled  the  following  work,  it  was 
noc  with  a  design  to  publish  it,  although  well  aware  of  the 
advantages  which  emigrants,  traveling  to  the  Valley  of  tub 
Great  Salt  Lake,  would  continualty  realize  by  having  it 
in  their  possession.  However,  there  were  so  many  who  ap- 
plied for  copies  of  it — and  the  labor  of  writing  a  copy  being 
considerable,  as  well  as  requiring  much  time — it  was  con- 
cluded to  publish  it  in  its  present  form,  by  which  means  if 
can  be  afforded  at  a  price  which  will  bring  it  within,  reach  of 
any  person  wishing  to  have  it. 

Many  works  have  been  published,  and  maps  exhibited' for 
the  instruction  of  emigrants^  but  none  which  ever  pretended 
to  set  forth  the  particulars  contained  in  this  work,  so  far  as 
regards  the  route  from  Council  Bluffs  to  the  Great  Salt  Lake. 
The  distances  from  point  to  point  are  shown  as  near  as  a 
Roadomder  can  measure ;  and1  by  this  means  the  traveler  can 
know,  each  day,  the  kind  of  country  lying  before  him,  and 
how  far  he  must  go  in  order  to  find  a  suitable  place  to  camp  at 
night. 

Emigrants  have  lost  many  of  their  teams  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  Alkali  lakes,  in  consequence  of  not  knowing  the 
distance  from  any  one  of  these  lakes  to  good  water.  By  pay- 
ing attention  to  the  remarks  in  this  work,  a  person  need  run 
no  risk,  inasmuch  as  all  the  Alkali  lakes,  which  are  near  the 
road,  are  mentioned — and,  also,  the  places  where  an  encamp- 
ment can  be  formed  witli  safety. 

The  author  feels  a  delicacy  in  saying  much  in  favor  of  the 
"  Guide,"  but  is  well  aware  that,  when  its  merits  have  been 
tested  by  experience,  no  person  will  repent  of  having  pur- 
chased it.  It  is,  therefore,  submitted  cheerfully  to  the  con- 
sideration of  an  intelligent  public. 

AUTHOR. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  \3ih  March,  1848. 


EXPLANATION. 


In  (he  following  table,  the  large  type  shows  the  prominent 
points  and  places  which  will  naturally  be  noticed  by  the  emi- 
grant. The  first  column  of  figures  shows  the  distance  from 
point  to  point,  in  English  miles.  The  second  column  of  figures 
shows  the  total  distance  of  each  point  to  Winter  Quarters  ; 
and  the  third  column,  the  total  distance  of  each  point  to  the 
Temple  Block,  in  the  City  of  the  Great  Salt  Lake.  As, 
for  example : 

How  far  is  it  from  Winter  Quarters  to  Pappea  ? 

Jlnswer.  (page  5,  second  line)   18  miles. 

How  far  from  Pappea  to  the  Elk  Horn  river? 

Answer,  (page  5,  second  and  third  Lines)  9  miles,  &c. 

Again :  How  far  is  it  from  Raw  Hide  Creek  to  Fort  John  ? 

Answer,  (page  11,  last  line)  12  miles. 

How  far  is  Fort  John  from  Winter  Quarters  ? 

Answer,  (p.  12,  first  line)  522  miles. 

How  far  is  Fort  John  from  the  City  of  the  Great  Salt  Lake  ? 

Answer,  (p.  12,  third  column  of  figures)  509  miles. 

The  small  type,  in  this  table,  contains  the  various  remarks 
touching  the  nature  of  the  road,  lands,  and  its  adaptation  for 
camping  purposes, „&c.     For  example: 

What  is  said  concerning  the  "  La  Bonte  river  ?"  Page  13, 
second  line. 

Answer.  "  It  is  a  good  place  to  camp — being  plenty  of  tim- 
ber, grass  and  water" — the  necessaries  for  camping  purposes, 
and  consequently  can  be  depended  on.  But,  if  thought  advisa- 
ble to  go  a  little  further,  "  there  is  a  good  camping  place  a  mile 
further,"  consequently  you  have  choice  of  the  two  good  places, 
within  one  mile  of  each  other. 

What  is  said  of  a  branch  of  the  La  Bonte  ?  Page  13, 
third  line. 

Answzr.  "  Doubtful  about  water ;"  consequently  not  safe  to 
depend  on  for  a  camp  ground.  It  is  also  said  that  the  "  banks 
are  steep,"  which  shows  that  it  is  not  very  good  to  cross,  Sic. 
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Winter  Quarters,  Lat.  41°  18'  53" 

The  road  good,  but  very  cro*  kud,  following  the  ridi»ep 
find  ]jhs..i  g  over  a  continual  succession  of  hills  and  hoi 
lows. 

Pappea,  ten  feet  wide,  high  banks. 

Sumo  limber  on  the  creek,  but  it  is  difficult  to  wafer 
.  tenm*.  After  this,  the  road  is  crooked  and  uneven  to  the 
Klk   Horn. 

Elk  Horn,  nine  rods  wide,  three  feet  deep. 

Current  rather  swift,  and  nut  very  pleasant  to  ferry 
Plenty  of  timber  on  its  banks.    (See  Note  1.) 

Creek,  ten  feet  wide,  steep  banks. 

This  creek  rns  a  good  bridge  over  it,  but  little  timber 
on  the  bunks.  There  is  a  high  po^t,  erected  near  the 
bridge,  for  a  guide  to  it. 

Plalte  river  and  Liberty  Pole,    j   - 

Plenty  of  timber,  but  you  will  probably  have  to  go 
to  (he  river  lor  wnter — distance  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
The  nearest  and  best  road  to  wuter  is  rouud  tho  caef 
point  of  the  timber. 

Small  Lake  (narrow)  south  side  the  road. 

No  timber  on  the  Lake. 

Circular  Lake,  or  pond,  close  to  the  road. 
(south.)      - 

No  timher.  In  the  neighborhood  of  this,  the  road 
runB  nlnrigj-ide  a  number  of  email  lake?,  or  ponds,  for 
two  miles  ;  but  there  is  little  timber  naar  them. 

R.  R.  and  T.,  road  joins  the  river,  Lat.  41c 
27' 5" 

This  is  a  point  where  a  branch  of  the  river  rum 
round  «n  island.,  on  which  is  plenty  of  timber.  Not  mud 
water  in  the  channel,  but  plenty  for  camping  purposes. 

Indian  Grave,  north  side  the  road. 

This  is  a  large  pile  of  earth,  about  eighty  yanjj  nortl 
of  the  road 

R.  R.  and  T.,  road  joins  the  river. 

Plenty  of  timber  and  water,  without  leaving  the  road 

Shell  creek,  12  feet  wide,  three  feet  deep, 

This  rrcek  is  hridged,  and  a  few  rods  lower  is  a  plac* 
to  ford.  Pleniy  of  timber  on  it.  After  this  you  will  probfl 
bly  find  no  w»tcr  for  twelve  miles,  without  turning  con 
eiderahly  from  the  road. 

Small  lake,  6oulh  side  of  the  road. 

Plenty  nf  wntcr  in  the  Spring  scaor.n,  but  none  in 
Summer.    It  was  entirely  dry,  October  18,  1847. 
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R.  and  U.,  road  joins  the  river.    - 

Alter  this  point  you  will  have  four  or  five  mllca  of 
heavy,  sandy  road. 

Long  Lake,  south  side  the  road.   -         - 

There  is  a  little  timber  whore  this  lake  joina  the  river, 
and  it  is  a  pood  camping  place. 

Forks  of  road  to  new  and  old  Pawnee  vil- 
,         lages.  - 

The  left  hand  road  leads  to  the  Pawnee  location  of 
1847;   the  other  to  the  old  village.  The  latter  is  your  route. 

Lake,  south  of  the  road.       - 

Plenty  of  timber  close  to  the  road.  The  banks  of  the 
l«ke  are  high,  but  there  is  a  Bmall  pond  near,  where 
teams  can  wntcr. 

Loup  Fork — lake  and  timber. 

Opposite  to  where  the  Pawnee3  were  located,  in  the 
Spring  of  1847,  and  is  a  good  place  to  camp 

Lake  and  timber,  south  of  the  road. 
Looking-glass  creek,  16  feet  wide,  2  deep. 

There  is  a  poor  bridge  over  this  creek.  It  is,  how- 
ever, not  difficult  to  ford.    Plenty  of  timber  on  and  near  it. 

Long  Lake,  south  side  the  road.    - 

Some  timber  on  the  south  bank,  but  none  on  the  north 
eride. 

Beaver  river,  25  feet  wide,  2  feet  deep : 
Lat.  41°  25'  13";  Long.  98°  0'  15". 

Plenty  of  good  timber  on  both  sides.  There  are  two 
fording  places.  The  upper  one  is  good  gojng  in,  b*t  eteep 
on  the  opposite  side.  The  lower  one  not  good  going  down, 
hut  good  on  the  other  side. 

Plumb  creek,  rive  feet  wide:    Lat.  41°  24' 
29";  Altitude,  1,090  feet.     - 

On  this  creek  the  old  Pawnee  mission  station  etande, 
but  is  not  a  very  eood  place  to  camp,  being  near  the  Paw- 
nee cornfields.     The  creek  was  dry,  October  16. 1847. 

Ash  creek,  12  feet  wide,  one  foot  deep. 

Some  timber,  but  not  a  very  good  chance  to  canio. 

Ford  of  the  Loup  Fork  :  Lat.  41°  22'  37" ; 
Long.  98°  11'  0". 

This  is  the  pioneer's  ford,  but  is  considered  not  so 
good  as  the  upper  ford.    Kiver  about  300  yards  wide. 

Old  Pawnee  village.    - 

Formerly  occupied  by  the  Grand  Pawnee  and  Tappa= 
bands  ;  but  burner]  by  the  Sioux,  in  the  Fall  of  1846. 

•Cedar  creek,  8  rods  wide,  2  feet  deep.  - 

Some  timber,  and  plenty  of  willow.  After  this,  the 
road  runs  on  the  bottom  throuch  high  grass  for  some 
distance,  and  gradually  rises  to  higher  land. 

Road  descends  to  low  land  a<*ain. 

You  will  now  find  some  deep  ravines  to  cross  but 
none  difficult. 

Road  leaves  the  river,  and  turns  up  a  ravine 

After  ascendinz  the  higher  land,  the  road  is  good  and 
level,  except  crossing  the  deep,  dry  ravines. 

lt-oad  descends  into  a  ravine. 

You  travel  up  this  raviue  a  ouvter  of  a  mile,  mostlv 
through  high  grass. 
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Old  Pawnee  village,  south  side  tlie  road. 

On  the  banks  of  iho  Loup    Fork,  but   mostly  de 
etroyed. 
Road  descends  from  the  bluffs. 

Alter  descending  here,  you  cro^s  a  creek  twelve  feel 
wide,  and  one  foot  deep — batiks  so't.  but  not  difficult. 
You  then  travel  through  hii^h  c;ra33  and  small  bushes. 

Road  ascends  the  bluIFs.        - 

After  traveling  about  lour  mile*,  then  turning  lcfi 
from  the  road,  bo  as  to  strike  the  tiin'ier  you  see  ahead 
where  it  meets  the  river,  the  road  can  be  shortened  at 
lrast  a  half  mile. 

Upper  ford  of  the  Loup  Fork.     - 

*  You  will  find  the  water  in  some  places  near  3  feel 
deep,  and  will  have  to  travel  dtiwu  the  river  about  half  a 
mile,  to  avoid  deep  holes,  and  find  a  go  jd  place  to  get  out. 
(He*  Note  2.) 

Rop.d  ascends  the  bluffs.       - 

After  ascending  the  bluffs  you  will  find  a  heavy,  eandj 
rftad  fur  five  or  six  miles. 

Prairie  creek,  12  feet  wide  1£  feet  deep. 

Plenty  'ef  watT  anl  grass,  but  no  timber  Banks, 
aorao  soft  and  miry  By  takng  a  south-west  course  from 
this  creek,  you  would  strike  Woo  I  river  six.  or  eight  milee 
above  thoold  crooefng  place,  and  thence  crd6Btng  to  the 
Platte,  by  a-oourse  a  little  west  of  south,  the  road  may  b" 
shortened  at  least  five  miles. 

Dry  creek.  n 

«c  «  w*       -  i  -  -  • 

Main  Platte  river.       - 

You  do  not  come  within  two  roiios  of  the  river,  until 
you  arrivo  at  Wood  river. 

Wood  river,  12  feet  wide,  one  foot  deep. 

Plenty  of  timber,  p.nd  a  good  place  to  camp,  Btinkt 
descending,  steep,  and  sora*  soft— but  good  going  out 
The  road  now  generally  ruuifrum  one  to  two  miles  distant 
Ir»m  the  main  Platte! 

Road  descends  to  lower  land. 

The  road  now  runs  near  the  timber  for  two  miles 
The  grass  is  high,  aud  a  good  chanco  to  camp,  without 
turning  off"  th,e  road. 

Road  ascends  to  higher  land. 

Yuu  will  probably  have  to  turn  oil*  the  road  some,  for 
the  next  enmoing  place. 

Deep  ravine — steep  descent. 

<c  u  . 

Two  and  a  quarter  miles  beyond  thi«,  ia  a  good  plac 
to  camp,  there  btdng  plenty  of  grass  and  Water,  on  a  low 
bench,  about  twenty  reds  south  of  the  road.  There  is,  how 
ever,  no  timbar  but  willow. 

Deep  dry  creek.  - 

No  timber  on  It. 

Creek  or  slough)  south  side  the  road.    - 

P'entvof  willows  and  grass,  but  doubtful  for  water. 

Deep,  dry  creek.         - 

The  brad  of  Grand  Inland  is  about  opposite  to  thie 
erep*k.  hut  the  road  now  runs  so  far  fruui  the  river,  \v< 
could  not  a  certain  exactly. 


54 

127 

4 

1274 

i 

1273 

6 

1331 

51 

1394 

18 

1574 

1 

4 
63 

1584 

159 

1653 

Si 

168i 

14 

183i 

2 

1854 

221 
* 

208 
208* 

34 

2113 

12 

2134 

4i 

2173 

904 
9034 

9D3J 

897* 

8914 
8734 


8724 

872 

865* 

861| 


8471 


8451 

823 
822* 


819* 
8171 
813* 


PROMINENT  POINTS  AND  REMARKS. 


DlST. 

miles. 


From  I     Kri'in 
WQes.  CotGiJL 
ra.lea.  I     mil«?s. 


£lm  creek.         - 

Deep  banks,  plenty  of  timber,  but  no  water,  October 
9. 1647. 

Road  leaves  the  river  near  timber. 

Thia  is  a  pretty  good  camping  place. 

Buffalo  creek,  south  side  the  road. 

A  wide  creek,  with  deep  banks,  but  no  Umber  ex 
cept  a  few  wiHow  bushes.  The  road  runs  alongside  tbit 
creek  for  three  and  a  half  miles. 

Crossing  of  Buffalo  creek.  - 

R.  and  R.,  road  runs  near  the  river. 

Pretty  cood chance  to  camp. 

R.  and  R.,  road  runs  near  the  river. 

Plenty  of  buffalo- grass,  and  short  prairie-graas.  Plenty 
of  timber  on  an  island,  close  by. 

Willow  Lake,  south  of  the  road.  - 

Good  place  to  water  teams,  but  no  timber  for  camp 

Ing  purposes. 

Ptah  Lake,  south  of  the  road. 

The  lake  is  long  and  very  crooked.  About  a  mile  be- 
fore you  arrive  at  it,  tlie  road  runs  near  the  river  a  little 
piece,  then  leaves  it  again. 

Deep,  dry  creek.         - 

Low,  sandy  bluffs,  extending  to  the  river. 

R.  and  R.  near  the  Sandy  Bluffs  :  Latitude 

41°  OUT".         .... 

Alter  leaving  this  place,  the  road  leaves  the  river,  and 
runs  near  the  font  oi  the  bluffs,  to  avoid  a  bad  swamp 
You  will  not  strike  the  river  tor  sixteen  miles,  but  will 
have  no  difficulty  in  finding  feed  and  water. 

Skunk  creek,  six  feet  wide. 
Crossing  of  Skunk  creek.    - 

Banks  Eome  soft,  but  not  difficult.    No  timber. 

Lake  or  marsh,  south  of  the  road. 
Lake,  south  of  the  road. 

Plenty  of  grass  and  water,  but  no  timber  nearer  than 
five  or  sis  miles. 

Good  spring  of  cold  water.  ... 

At  the  foot  of  the  bluffs,  north  of  the  road,  ana  at  tBe 
head  of  the  Pawnee  swamps. 

Low,  sandy  bluffs.       - 

This  is  opposite  to  the  junction  or  the  north  and  south 
lorks  of  Platte  river.    Lar.  41°  7'  44"  ;  Long.  100°  47'  15" 
Altitude,  2,685  feet. 

Carrion  creek,  10  feet  wide,  one  foot  deep. 

Good  place  for  grass,  but  no  timber  noer. 

R.  R.  and  T.,  road,  river  and  timber.    - 

Good  place  to  camp. 

Last  timber  on  north  side  the  ritter. 

You  will  find  no  more  timber  on  the  north  Side  tbr 
river  for  two  hundred  miles,  exeept  one  load  tree.  Your 
only  dependence  for  fuel  wij  be  buffalo  chips  and  drill 
wood. 

Widej  deep  creek.      _        -        -        » 

Plenty  of  water.  October  4, 1B47.  The  baclo)  are  Mgn 

but  sot  bad  to  crow. 
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R.  R.  and  lake,  road  ami  river  near  a  bayou 

Opposite  to  this  plade  are  several  islands,  covered 
with  willow  bushes,  wliicb.  will  answer  for  fuel,  and  there 
is  little  difficulty  in  getliug  to  it. 

Black  mud  creek.        -         - 

Plenty  of  water,  October  3,  1847,  but  little  feed  for 

teams. 

R.  and  R.,  road  joins  the  river.    - 

Alter  this,  the  road  a?ain  leaves  the  river,  until  you 
arrive  at  the  north  Bluff  Fork.    Road  good,  but  poor  Teed 

Small  creek.       - 

Steep  banks  but  very  little  water. 

North  Bluff  Fork,  6  rods  wide,  2  feet  deep. 

Swift  current,  muddy  water,  low  banks,  quick-. and 
bottom,  but  not  bud.  to  cross.    Poor  place  fo**  grass. 

Sandy  Bluffs,  east  foot.  - 

The  road  over  these  bluffs  is  very  crooked,  but  not 
bad.  If  a  road  c;in  be  made-up  the  bed  of  the  rivxsr,  it 
would  save  at  least  two  miles  travel. 

Sandy  Bluffs,  west  foot.        - 

By  following  the  foot  of  the  bluffs,  after  this,  the  road 
Tu,iv  be  shortened  at  J-+  ■  ? l - 1  a  mile,  and  bo  equally  as  good  b 
road  as  to  follow  the  river, 

2d.  Sandy  Bluffs,  east  foot.  - 

These  bluffs  are  hard  on  teams,  being  mostly  soft  sand 

2d.  Sandy  Bluffs,  west  foot. 

Bluff  Creek,  4  feet  wide,  1  foot  deep.  - 

After  this, the  road  may  be  made  considerably  shorter 
by  lollowiDg  the  foot  of  ihe  bluffs. 

3d.  Sandy  Bluffs,  east  foot.  • 

These  bluffs  are  sandy,  and  heavy  ou  teams.  Near  the 
west  side  you  will  find  several  steep  places  to  descend,  bsi 
Dot  difficult,  the  sand  being  soft. 

Small  creek,  running  between  the  bluffs. 

Many  small  Lizsrds  on  the  sandy  places,  but  they  ap- 
pear to  be  perfectly  harmless. 

Sandy  Bluffs,  west  foot.        - 
Bluff  Spring  and  scaail  creek  200  yards, 
and  one  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  - 

In  the  neighborhood  of  these  creeks,-  the  land  is 
swampy  and  boIl  The  rosd  was  made  close  to  the  bluffs, 
to  nvoid  ihe  swamps 

Petite  creek,  4  feet-  wide,  9  inches  deep. 

Plenty  of  water,  some  muddy,  October  1,  1847.  i^ati 
tude  41°  12'  50". 

Picanninni  creek,  3  feet  wide. 

Good  eprins  water,  and  plentiful,  Oetoter  1. 1847. 

Goose  creek,  30  feet  wide,  3  inches  de£p. 

After  crossing  this,  you  pass  over  a  low  range  oJ 
bluffs,  very  sandy,  but  only  a  quarter  o  t  a  mile  wide  ;  then 
you  descend  on  the  bottom  land  again,  but  will  find  it  Bofi 
snd  springy. 

Small  spring  creek,     - 

Many  spriDys  of  cold  water  at  the  foot  of  the  bluflfe. 

Small  creek,  4  feet  wide. 

ricnty  of  clear  cold  water,  October  1,3817. 
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PROMINENT  POINTS  AND  REMARKS. 


Dist. 
miles. 


From 
WQbs. 
miles. 


From 

CofGSL 

miles  . 


Duck-weed  creek,  10  feet  widel  * 

Abundance  of  cood",  cold  spring  water,  Oct.  1,  1847. 

Shoal  stream,  3  feet  wide.    - 

Dry,  October  1, 1847. 

Rattlesnake  creek,  20  feet  wide,  U  ft.  deep 

Swift  current,  sandy  bottom,  out  not  bad  to  cross. 

Cedar  Bluffs. 

On  the  soutli  side  the  river.    Lat.  41°  13'  44"    Long 
101°  52' 
Creek,  six  feel  wide.  -         -         -  - 

Wnter  pleDty,  September  30, 1847.  Land.in  this  neigh 
bnrhord, sandy. 

Creek,  four  feet  wide. 

Plenty  of  water.  September  30, 1847. 

Grooked  Creek,  five  feet  wide.     - 

Plenty  of  water.  September  30,  1847. 

Camp  Creek,  eight  feet  wide. 

Two  creeks  here,  about  the  same  s'zc,  but  a  few  rod* 
apart — water  cold  and  plenty,  September  30,  1847.  Nt 
doubt  they  rise  from  springs. 

Creek,  three  feet  wide.        ... 

Plenty  of  water,  May  20,  but  dry,  September  30, 1847 

Pond  Creek,  four  feet.  wide. 

Dry,  September  30,  nenr  the  river,  but  further  north 
many  pendd  and  tall  grass. 

Wolf  Creek,  20  feet  wide.  - 

At  the  east  foot  oi  fandy  Bluffs,  which  are  bad  t( 
crop?,  you  will  probably  have  to  doubty  teams,  if  heavy 
loaded. 

Sandy  Bluffs,  west  foot.        - 

Two  hundred  yard  further,  ib  a  creek  five  feet  wide, 

Watch  Creek,  8  fe*fet  wide,  and  2  feet  deep. 

After  this,  the  road  runs  pretty  near  the  river  banke 
to  avoid  Borne  swamps  near  the  bluffs. 

"Lone  Tree,"  north  side  the  river. 

About  three  hundred  yards  south  from  the  road. 

Ash  Hollow,  south  side  the  river. 

So  named  from  a  grove  of  Ash  timber  growing  on  it. 
It  occupies  a  space  of  about  fifteen  or  twenty  acres,  and 
is  surrounded  by  hich  bluffe. 

Castle  Creek,  6  rods  wide,  2  feet  deep. 

Swift  current,  quirk-sand  bottom,  wati'r  muddy.  Low 
hanks,  but  not  trood  to  cross,  on  account  of  quick-sands. 

Castle  Bluffs,  south  side  the  river. 

You  crosa  no  more  creeks  of  water,  until  you  arriv-e 
rt  Crab  creek,  twenty-five  and  a  half  miles  from  here. 
The  road  good,  except  in  one  place,  where  you  travel 
three-fourths  of  a  mile  over  snnd. 

Sand  Hill  creek,  12  feet  wide,  south  side 
the  road.     - 

Near  some  sandy  mounds,  on  the  north  side  the  road 

Creek  or  slough. 

Dry. 

Creek  or  slough.  » 

Dry. 

Sandy  Bluffs,  east  foot.         _         .         . 
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PROMINENT  POINTS  AND  REMARKS. 


DlST. 

miles. 


From 
W  Qjis 
miles. 


From 

CufGSL 

miles. 


Sandy  Bluffs,  west  foot.       - 

Dry  creek.  - 

Dry     do.  t 

Dt}-  creek,  30  feet  wide.     - 

The  road  runs  near  the  river.  fri>m  here  to  Crab  creek 

Crab  Creek,  20  feet  wide,  very  shoal.  - 

Two  miles  further  you  will  see  some  high  bluffs  on 
the  right.  By  ascending  one  of  the  highest  you  will  etc 
Chimney  Rock,  to  the  west. 

Small  lake,  south  of  the  road. 

Gnod  chance  to  camp,  withoutturniug  from  the  road. 

Cobble  Hills,  east  foot. 

You  cross  three  dry  creeks  before  you  arrive  here 
and  then  you  travel  over«anothcr  range  of  sandy  bluffs — 
accent  pretty  steep,  bmt  not  very  sandy. 

Cobble  Hills,  west  foot. 

After  you  descend  on  the  low  land,  you  will  find  it 
moBtVy  sandy  for  ten  miles,  and  in  some  places  very  heavy 
(Srawmg. 

"Ancient  Bluff  Rufns,"  north  side  the  road. 
Latitude  41°  33'  3".      - 

Resembling  the  roin«  of  ancient  castles,  fortifications, 
&.c.  ;  but  visitors  must  be  cautious,  on  account  of  tbf 
many  rattle-snakfB  lurking  round,  and  concealed  in  the 
Hefts  of  the  bluffs. 

R.  and  R.,  road  joins  the  river.    - 

Good  place  to  camp.  After  this,  the  road  runs  near 
the  river,  until  you  arrive  at  the  next  low  sandy  ridges. 

Low  sandy  bluffs,  east  foot. 
Low  sandy  bluffc,  west  footr 

After  this,  the  land  for  several  miles,  is  soft  in  xvel 
weather,  hut  good  traveling  in  dry  weather. 

"  Chimney  Rock,"  (meridian)  south  side 
the  river.     - 

The  higher  l.uid  now  begins  to  l>e  sandy  and  barren 
Many  Prickly-pears  and  Wild  stage,  which  continue  mostly 
throueh  the  remainder  of  the  journey. 

Scott's  Bluffs,  (raer.)  south  side  the  river. 

The  road  here  is  near  enough  to  the  river  to  camp 
Lat.of  meridian  41°  50'  52".;  Long.  10  1°  207. 

Spring  Creek,  10  feet  wide,  8  inches  deep. 

South  of  the  road.  You  do  not  cross  it,  but  travel  tuili 
ft  mile  alongside.     Good  water,  and  many  trout  in  it. 

R.  and  R.,  road  runs  near  the  river. 

Good  cliance  to  ramp. 

Low  sandy  bluffs,  north  side  the  road.  - 

You  travel  at  the  foot  of  these  bluffs,  but  will  find,  the 
road  s'indy  and  heavy  on  teams 

Creek,  about  200  yards  south  of  road.  - 

By  ascending  one  of  the  highest  bluff*  near,  you  have 
H  view  of  "  Laramie  Peak"  in  the  Black  IIllls. 

Timber,  north  side  the  river. 

Road  here  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  freni  the  river- 
after  thiB,  generally  from  one  tu  two  miles  distant.  Th 
road   to  Laramie,  very  sandy.  •* 

'*  Raw  Hide"  creek,  1  rod  wide. 

Plenty  of  water,  June  1st,  but  dry,  Sept.  15,  1847. 
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PROMINENT   POINTS  AND  REMARKS. 


DlST- 

miles 


"  Fort  John"  or  Laramie  iord.     - 

The  fbrfc  Jays  about  one  and  a  half  m.lea  west  from 
the  liver.  The  ford  is  good  in  low  water.  River  106  yardt 
wide.    (See  Note  3.) 

Steep  hill  to  descend. 

The  descent  beinc  over  rock,  and  very  steep,  makes 
it  dangerous  bi  wagons,  but  it  is  n*>t  leng'hy. 

Steep  hill  to  ascend  and  descend. 

In  traveling  over  this  hill,  you  will  find  the  road  rocky 
in  places,  and  about  half  way  over  there  is  a  sudden  turn 
in  the  road  over  rough  rocks,  which  is  daDgeroua  to  wag 
ons,  4'  care  is  not  taken. 

Road  leaves  the  river.  - 

At  this  point,  the  road  bends  to  the  south-west  leaving 
the  river.  You  will  not  come  to  the  river  banks  agnin  foi 
eighty  miles. 

"  Warm  Springs,"  Lat.  42°  15'  6".       - 

This  is  a  very  strong  spring  of  clear  water,  but  it  is 
warmer  than  river  water,  at  all  seasons  of  the  year. 

Very  sleep  bluff,  half  a  mile  up.  - 

Before  arriving  at  this,  you  pass  through  a  narrow  ra< 
vine,  between  bluffs.  The  ascent  is  unpleasant,  on  ac' 
count  of  cobble  stones. 

"Porter's  Rock,"  left  of  the  road. 

A  mile  beyond  this,  you  descend  to  the  lower  land 
sgain.    The  descent  is  st^ep.  lengthy  and  sandy. 

Bitter  Creek  and  Cold  Spring. 

This  was  dry.  September  13-  Here  is  plenty  of  timber, 
and  if  there  is  no  water,  you  will  rind  plenty  three  and  r. 
half  miles  further. 

Bitter  Creek — second  crossing. 
Bend  in  the  road.         - 

Road  turns  south  about  two  hundred  yards,  to  avoid 
a  deep  ravine,  then  back  again  the  same  distance. 

Dead  Timber  creek,  10  feet  wide. 

Plenty  of  timber,  gra^s  and  water. 

Creek,  south  side  the  road. 

You  don't  cross  this  creek,  but  go  just  above  it.  It  i 
a  eood  chance  to  camp. 

Small  creek  and  spring  :  Lat.  42°  21'  51" 

No£  safe  to  depend  on  for  n,  camping  place.  Little 
prats  and  not  much  water — dry,  September  13,  1847. 

Steep  hill,  quarter  mile  up. 

Pleasant  view  of  the  surrounding  country  from  the 
summit.  The  descent  steep  in  several  places,  and  many 
cobblestones  in  the  road. 

"  Horse  Creek"  and  Heber's  Spring. 

The  spring  lays  a  little  to  the  right  of  ihe  road,  at  the 
edge  of  timber.  If  it  is  dry.  there  is  water  in  the  .creek 
about  one  hundred  yards  north  from  this  epring. 

Bluff  3lhs  of  a  mile  to  the  summit. 

Difficult  to  ascend  on  account  of  six  or  seven  steep 
places,  where  you  will  prob«Hv  have  to  double  teams. 

Small  creek  :  Lat.  42°  29'  58".     - 

After  crossing  this,  you  cross  five  others,  about  a  mile 
apart,  but  none  of  them  safe  to  depend  on  for  a  camping 
place,  being  little  grass,  wad  less  (if  au^ )  water. 
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PROMINENT  POINTS   AND   REMARKS 


DlST. 

miles 


From    I     From 
WQRS.ICotGSI/ 
miles.  |     miles. 


5lh  small  creek  from  the  last. 

After  crossing  this,  you  ascend  n  hi zh  bluff,  the  too  ol 
■which  is  a  succession  of  hills  and  hollo  vvb  fur  five  miles. 
Thn  rood  is  good,  but  crooked. 

"  La  Bonte"  river,  30  feet  wide,  2  ft.  deep. 

Good  place  to  csmp — plenty  of  timber,  grass,  and 
water.  There  is  also  a  good  chance,  a  mile  further.  Plenty 
of  wild  mint  on  the  creek. 

Branch  of  La  Bonte,  10  feet  wide,  18  inch- 
es deep.      ---.-- 

Doubtful  about  water.  Steep  bonks.  Tou  have  now 
traveled  near  a  mile  over  this  dark,  red  sand,  and  will  find 
it  continue  three  and  a  half  miles  further. 

Very  small  creek.       - 

Little  chance  for  grass,  «nd  less  for  water.  One  mile 
beyond  this,  you  ascend  another  bluff,  but  the  road  is  tol 
erably  straight  and  good.  Look  out  for  toads  with  horns 
rr.d  tails. 

Very  small  creek.        - 

Very  poor  chance  for  camping. 

Very  small  creek.       -         -         -  *     .- 

The  road  runs  down  the  channel  of  this  creek,  neai 
two  hundred  yards,  but  there  is  little  grass  oa.it. 

A  La  Prele  river,  one  rod  wide,  2  ft.  deep. 

Current  rapid — good  place  to  camp.  Land  between 
creeks  mostly  sandy  and  barren.  Road  from  here  to  the 
Platte  very  uneven,  being  a  succession  of  hills  and  hollows, 

Small  creek.       - 

"  No  plaee  to  camp — doubtful  for  wate^. 

Box  Elder  creek,  5  feet  wide.  '    - 

Clear  water,  end  plenty— -but  not  much  grass.  N01 
very  good  to  cross,  banks  being  steep.   Some  timber  on  it 

Fourche  Boise  river,  30  feet  wide,  2  feet, 
deep:  Lat.  42°  51' 5". 

Current  rapid.    Plenty  of  good  grass  and  timber. 

North  fork  of  Platte  river. 

Not  much  grass  here.  You  will  now  find  a  Nad  J  roar 
and  heavy  traveling. 

"  Deer  Creek,"  30  feet  wide,  two  feet  deep : 
Lat.  42°  52'  50":  Altitude,  4,864  feet 

,.  Lovely  place  to  camp.  Swift  current,  clear  water, 
and  abundance  of  fish.  Nice  grove  of  timber  on  the  banks, 
and  a  coal  mine  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  up.  on  the  easl 
6ide.  After  this,  you  will  find  sandy  roads  for  nine  miles, 
but  not  much  grass. 

Deep  hollow,  or  ravine — steep  banks. 
Sudden  bend  in  the  road. 

To  avoid  a  deep  ravine. 

Grove  of  timber  on  the  banks  of  the  river 

Good  chance  to  camp.     Lat.  42°  51'  47''. 

Crooked,  muddy  creek,  12  ft.  wide,  1  deep, 

Not  good  to  cross — steep  banks.  Plenty  of  grass,  but 
no  wood. 

Muddy  creek,  3  feet  wide.  - 

Soft  banks  and  ba  I  to  cross.  Considerable  small  tins 
ber,  but  little  grass.    After  this,  good  but  crooked  rood. 

Deep  gulf.  ..••..- 
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Dist 
miles 


From 
WQrs. 
miles 


*"r"r<  m 
GfcfGSL 


Creek,  two  feet  wide. 

No  place  to  camp 

Muddy  creek,  5  feet  wide,  1£  feet  deep. 

No  chance  to  camp 

2  ravines,  near  together  :  Lat.  42°  51'  44". 

Opposite  here  there  is  a  fording  place,  whore  compa 
nies  generally  have  forded  tbe  river. 

Creek  frVe'feet  wide.  - 

Abundance  of  fish,  early  In  the  season,  but  little  grass 
and  no  limber. 

Upper  Platte  ferry  and  ford. 

Plenty  of  feed  and  some  timber  on  both  eide°  rhr  "<*er 
(See  Note  4.)     Lat  42°  50'  18".     Altifido  4\875  *«et. 

Road  turns  south,  and  rises  a  long  hill.  - 

Aecenl  gradual  Many  singular  looking  rocks  on  -ths 
south  side  Descent  rough  and  crooked.  Toward*  iht 
fool   road  very  uneven 

Mineral  spring  and  lake. 

Conuidered  poisonous  No  bad  tatto  to  the  water,  un 
leas  the  cattle  trample  in  it  In  thi-t  caec  it  becomes  black, 
bnd  is  doubtless  poisonous.     No  limber  near 

Rock  avenue  and  steep  descent.   - 

The  road  here  passes  between  high  rocks,  forming  i 
Mori  of  avenue  or  gateway,  for  a  quuitcr  of  a  mile 

Alkali  swamps  and  springs. 

1  Tils  ought  to  be  avoided  hs  a  camping  ground — it  l> 
e  email  valley,  surrounded  by  high  blurts.  The  land  ex 
cecding  miry,  and  fmella  bad  There  is  a  creek  of  gooo 
water  noiUi-west  No  timber  and  little  grass.  Nest  mile 
rough  road 

Small  stream  of  clear  spring  water. 

Good  camping  place      Plenty  of  grass,  but  no  wood 

"  Willow  Spring."      - 

About  three  rods  west  of  the  rond.  ot  tlio  foot  of  wil 
low  bushes.  Water  cold  and  good — grass  plenty,  but  creel' 
aome  miry. 

"Prospect  Hill,"  (summit.) 

Pleasant  view  of  the  surrounding  country,  to  the 
Sweet  Water  mountains. 

Bad  slough.         - 

Plenty  of  grasp,  but  little  water.'  A  mile  fwrlher  te  * 
hill, both  bteej)  ascending  and  descending 

Creek,  300  yards  south  of  road.  - 

Plenty  of  graas,  but  no  wood. 

Small  creek,  left  of  the  road. 

Grass  plentiful,  but  doubtful  for  water,  and  no  wood 
The  road  rues  alongside  this  creek  f&r  half  n  mile. 

Grease-wood  creek,  6  feet  wide  1  ft.  deep. 

Very  little  grass,  and  no  fuel  but  wild  sage  Rojm 
from  h*ro  to  the  Sweel  Water  sandy,  and  very  neavy. 

Alkali  springs  and  lakes.      - 

Here  gHther  your  Sakrffitus  from  a  lake,  west  of  thr 
road.     Laud  swampy,  and  smells  bad.    Water  poisonous 

t;  Sweet-water  river,"  8  rods  wide,  2  ft. 
deep.  - 

Swift  current— good  water.  Grass  plentiful,  but  little 
Umber.    (Bee  Note  5  > 
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Diet. 
miles 


From 
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Independence  Rock  and  Cord. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  river — nboui  six  hundrcr 
TardB  Ion*,  and. a  hundred  aDd  twenty  wide,  composed  01 
hnrd  (Granite.    (See  Note  5) 

Devil's  Gate.      ■-..»•_.- 

A  little  weet  from  the  road.  The  riveT  here  passei 
between  perpendicular  rocks  four  huudrcd  feet  high.— 
Thia  is  a  curiosity  worthy  of  a  traveler's  notice. 

Creek  two  feet  wide.  - 

Not  good  to  cross.  The  road  runs  near  tho  rive/ 
b**nk9  for  ten  miles  alter  this. 

Creek,  6  feet  wide.     -         - 

Good  to  cross.  Water  and  graaB  plenty,  but  lack? 
timber.  You  will  find  grass  all  along  on  the  baoke  of  the 
river,  but  very  little  wood. 

Deep  ravine  and  creek,        - 

Plenty  of  grass  and  water,  but  ncTwood. 

Deep  ravine  and  creek.        - 

Doubtful  for  water- 

Road  leaves  the  river ":  Lat.  42°  28'  25". 

Road  after  thla,  sandy  and  heavy,  and  passes  over  r 
high  Muff.  Land  barren  for  seven  and  a  half  miles. 
(See  Note  6.)  "  • 

Alkali  Lake.      - 

On  the  left  of  the  road. 

Sage  creek.        -.---. 

No  grass.  High  hanks.  Doubtful  for  water.  lrtrt  Wild 
Sage  plentiful.  One  and  three-quarter  mileB  further  you 
arrive  on  the  river  banks  again. 

Creek,  three  feet  wide. 

Doubtful  for  water,  but  the  road  runa  close  to  the 
river. 

High  gravelly  bluff.    .... 

Lelt.of  the  road,  and  a  very  good  place  to  camp. 

Bitter-cotton-wood  creek.     - 

Doubtful  for  water  and  grass,  fccme  timber  on  it.  Af- 
ter this,  the  road  leaves  the  river  for  six  miles. 

Road  arrives  at  the  river.    ... 
Leave  the  old  road  and  ford  the  river.  - 

3y  fording  here,  the  road  is  shorter,  and  you  avoid 
much  very  heavy,  sandy  road.     Lat.  42°  31'  2U". 

Road  turns  between  the  rocky  ridges.    - 

After  this,  you  ford  the  river  twice — but  it  is  easily 
forded.    Then  the  road  leaves  the  river  again. 

Ford  No.  4 — good  camping  place. 

Alter  this,  the  road  leaves  the  river  again,  and  you 
will  probably  find  no  water  fit  lo  drink  for  sixteen  and  fl 
half  miles. 

Ice  Spring.         ..... 

This  is  on  a  low,  swampy  spot  of  land  on  the  right 
of  the  road  Ice  may  generally  be  found,  by  digging  down 
i. bout  two  feet   There  arc  two  alkali  lakes  a  little  further. 

Alkali  springs.  - 

On  the  Ultol  tho  rosd 

Steep  descent  from  the  bluffs. 
Ford  of  Sweet-water,  No.  5. 

Plenty  of  good  fra-.s  and  willow  buelics.  Kivcr  aboul 
thrco  rods  wide,  and  two  feet  deep.  "I 
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PROMINENT    rOINTS    ATJD    REMARKS. 


Dist 
wile* 


Kn.tit        rrom 
WQU9    ColCSL 


Creek  a  rod  wide.        - 
Doubtful  lor  iviitcr. 

Bluff  or  lull,  \K  miles  to  summit. 

The  •'irfceril  yrnduat,  though  Bleep  in  tone  plncCB. 

Road  joins  the  river,  and  fords  it. 

The  rivet    is  forded  hero,  to  avoid  crossing  too  n 
bie;h.  snndy  ridge,  making  the  road  much  better,  and  auini 
shutter. 

Ford  back.  ..... 

River  banks  and  stream,  25  feet  wide.  - 

Tbi3  appears  to  bo  a  branch  of  the  river,  runninf 
rounri  a  piece  of  land   about  a  qitaitcr  of  a  mile.  wide. 

Creek,  two  feet  wide:   Lat.  42°  28'  36". 

A  good  cold  epiing.n  little  lo  the  right  of  the  road 
and  a  soft dWHinp  just  below,  but  it  is  a  good  place  to  camp 

Road  leaves  the  river.  - 

Good  camping  place  A I  lei  this,  the*  road  winds  around 
and  over  a  succession  of  hills  and  hollows,  lor  tlrrec  miles 

Rough,  rocky  ridges.  - 

OunjjCrous  to  wagons,  and  ought  to  be  crossed  ivitl 
care. 

Soft  swamp  and  very  small  creek. 

No  place  to  crimp. 

Creek,  a  foot  wide.      - 
Creek,  two  feet  wide. 
Strawberry  creek,  five  feet  wide. 

I'lrmy  ol  gra^i  and  wntrr,  and  eonle  willows  G  >o<< 
pi  80S  to  cnnip.  There  is  a  poplar  grove  about  u  mile  below 

Quaking-aspen  creek.  - 

1  his  rises  in  a  small  grove  of  timber  on  the  south  eul. 
the  rowd,  but  is  not  sale  to  depend  on  for  water. 

Branch  of  Sweet-water,  2  rods  wide,  two 
feet  deep.    ----- 

Good  place  to  camp.  Water  good  and  co'd  G'ss 
find  willows,  plenty 

Willow  creek,  8  feet  wide,  2  feet  deep. 

Good  enmpiny  place  lor  grass,  water  and  willows 
The  lord  is  near  three  rods  wide. 

Sweet-water,  3  rods  wide,  3  feet  deep. 

Good  place  to  ramp  After  traveling  seven  miles  br 
yond  thidraod  passing  between  the  Twin  mounds,  yoi 
will  find  n  good  camping  place  a  quatter  of  a  mile  north 
of  the  road 

Sootei   Pass,  or  summit  of  dividing  ridge. 

This  i«  the  dividing  ruige  hetwpen  the  waters  ol  the 
Atlnnti  ■  and  i'acilic      Altitude.  7,0Sj  feet. 

Pacific  creek  and  springs.    - 

Abundance  ol  grass  ;.ny  where  for  a  mile'  Good 
water,  and  plenty  n|   Wild   Hage  for  fuel 

Pacific  creek  (crossing)  three  feet  wide: 
Lat.  42°  IS'  58":  Long.  108°  40'  0". 

Not  good  to  cross  Pretty  good  place  to  camp,  except 
for  wood.  After  you  leave  here  you  will  rind  a  good  road, 
but  fcry  little  water. 

Sry  Sandy.         - 

The  water  brackish,  and  "not  good  for  cattle.  Very 
itule  grass,  bat  no  wood. 
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PROMINENT  POINTS  AND  REMARKS. 


DlST. 

miles 


Fioin  i     Fitjia 
W  Qua  CoiGSL 
miles.  |    miles. 


Junction  of  California  and  Oregon  roads. 

Take  the  Wit  hand  road.  Good  road  a  lew  miles,  alccr 
wards  sandy  and  heavy. 

Little  Sandy,  20  feet  \yidc,  2§  feet  deep. 

Muddy  water — swift  current,  l'lcnty  of  willows  and 
Wild  sage.  Abundance  of  grass  down  the  stream,  Altei 
this,  barren  and  sandy  land. 

Big  Sandy, 7  rods  wide,  2  feet   deep:  Lat. 
42°  6'  42".  - 

Good  chance  to  camp.  A  few  miles  further^  you  will 
find  a  short  piece  of  rough  road,  over  rocks  and  eobbb 
ptoncs.  No  grass  or  water  after  this  for  near  17  miles. 

"Big  Sandy.  - 

Good  chance  to  camp.  After  this,  barren,  eandy  hind 
nnd  heavy  road  till  you  art  ivc  at  Gfrecn  river. 

Green  river  ford,  16  rods  wide.  - 

Good  camping  any  where  on  the  banks,  and  plenty  oi 
limber.  It  is  not  difficult  fording  in  low  water,  but  if  too 
high  to  ford,  the  best  crossing  place  Is  upstream.  Latitude 
—>>  miles  above— 4 1°  53'  37";  Long.  103°  30'.  Alt.  G.UUO  feet 

Good  camping  place  on  Green  river. 

Plenty  ot  grass  here.  Hut  no  other  very  good  chanci 
to  camp  on  this  side  the  river. 

Road  leaves  Green  river.     - 

No  grass  nor  water  after  tins  for  fifteen  nnd  a  hall 
miles.  Land  rolling,  barren — mostly  sandy,  and  several 
•steep  places  to  pass. 

Black's  fork,  6  rods  wide,  2  feet  deep.  - 

Good  chance  to  camp,  and  a  nice  pl'acrf,  though  not 
much  timber. 

Ham's  fork,  3  rods  wide,  2  feet  deep.   - 

IJapid,  current,  cold  water,  plenty  of  bunch  grass  anc 
willows*,  and  is  a  good  cump  ground. 

Black's  fork  again.      - 

Not  much  grass,  but  plenty  of  u  illows.  You  will  nov 
hove  some  unt  ven  road,  with  many  lavines. 

Small  creek,  2  feet  wide.     - 

No  crass,  and  probably  no  Wider. 

Black's  fork,  third  time.       - 

Alter  crossing  you  will  find  n  good  camping  place 
Plenty  of  bunch  grass  i  also,  wild  flux. 

Black's  fork,  fourth  time.     - 

You  ford  ngain  at  a  pood  camping  place. 

Stream  2  rods  v^ide,  2  feet  deep. 

Very  swift  current,  and  plenty  of  bunch  grass,  Itoai 
pretty  rough  after  this 

Stream — good  camping  place  at  a  bend. 

Y<u  do  nut  cross  lite  si  renin,  but  there  is  a  good  camp 
fne  i dace,  where  the  mad  pusses  n  bend  of  Uip  creek. 

"FortBridgen"  Lat.  41°  19'  13";  Long, 
110J  5';  Altitude,  G,CG5  feet. 

You  cross  four  rn*hfng  crcelca,  within  hnlf  a  mile,  l>r 
fore  you  v  acir  the.  Tort.  Mini  by  traveling  hnlt  n  milt1  In- 
)o:ul  ilm  Tort,  you  will  croes  three  othera,  nnd  then  lin.i 
a  gjnrd  (ilncu  to  camp. 

The  Fort  is  competed  of  four  frig  linnfce  nnd  a  fmnl 
pneli.snre  for  horsea.  I. nnd  exceeding  rich-  water  ooli 
ai.d  ctod,  and  enntiiieri'liln  timber/ 
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Drsr. 
miles 


i*rorn  i     From 
miles.  I    miloft. 


Cold  Springs,  on  the  right  side  the  road, 

Then;  is  umber  here, .and  it  is  a  pretty  good  camping 
place 

Small  creek  and  springs.      - 

No  feed  licrr  find  no  place  to  camp. 

Summit  of  High  Ridge:  Lat.  41°  16'  11", 

Alter  ihis,  you  travel  several  miles  on  tolerably  level 
lond,  then  you  descend  to  lower  laud  by  a  tsteep,  tcdiou6 
route. 

Muddy  Fork,  12  feet  wide. 

rieuty  of  bunch. grass  and  willows.  Water  clear,  nnd 
not  bad  tasted.  After  this,  you  will  probably  find  no  good 
water  tor  eleven' miles. 

Copperas,  or  Soda  Spring.  - 

Lett  of  the  rofkl  at  the  foot  ot  a  hill.  The  road  now 
bc<rtoi6  10  ascend  another  biiih  ridire 

Summit  of  Ridge  :  Altitude  7,315  feet. 

The  descent  is  lengthy,  and  some  tcdions.  About  hull 
way  down  you  pass  over  rough  rocks,  and  the  pajps  beinp 
narrow,  nrskes  it  dangerous  to  wagons. 

Copperas,  or  Soda  Spring.    - 

Cattle  will  rjrink  this  water,  and,  there  is  plenty  of 
grass  around  it.    A  little  further  the  road  turns  to  the  left 
and  passes  down  a  narrow  ravine- 
Spring  of  good  water,  south  side  the  road, 

This  is  surrounded  by  high  grass,  close  to  the  creek 
side.  There  is  another  spring  a  little  further  on  the  north 
side  the  road,  which  will  probably  he  the  last  water  you 
will  find  till  you  arrive  at  Sulphur  creek. 

East  foot  of  dividing  ridge;  - 

Dividing  ridge  between  the  waters  of  the  Colorado 
and  Oreat  llasiit.  Ascent  very  steep  and  crooked — narrow' 
summit  arid  6lecrr  descending.  Alter  this,  crooked  road 
between  mountains.    Altitude  of  ridge,  7,700  feet 

ihur  creek,  10  feet  wide, 

I'lenty  of  grass  nnd  some  willows  ;  also,  email  cedat 
at  the  foot  ol  the  mountain.    (See  Note  7) 

Bear  river,  6  rods  wide,  2  feet  deep.     - 

Svviit  current — clear  cold  water;  .plenty  of  timber  and 
trrnss.    Altitude  «t  lord,  b',83G  feet. 

Summit  of  Ridge.       -         -   .     - 

Half  a  "mile  iurther  yon  cross  n  small,  ridge,  then  de- 
scend irrto,  and  travel  down  a.  ti5ce  narrow'  bottom,  Where 
is  plenty  of  grass. 

Spring  of  clear,  cold  water. 

On  the  south  side  the  creek,  about  two  rods  from  the 
road.  The  spring  is  deep,— water  clear,  cold  and  good 
f'crhaps  it  will  not  bo  easy  to  find,  being  surrounded  bj 
high  grass. 

Yellow  creek,  cross  at  foot  of  rocky  bluffs. 

You  will  soon  cross  this  again,  nnd  about  a  mile  fur 
ther  you  ascend,  another  long  ridge,  the  ascent  heingprcttj 
steep  and  tedious. 

Summit  of  Ridge.        .... 

Descent'  jprclty  ste'e-p.  About  three-fourths  of  o  mile 
down  from  tlie  summit,  is  a  spring  of  good  culd  wuter,  on 
tire  )el't  of  the  rontf. 
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Cora  si, 
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north.  Several  springs  along  fir 
here,  ami  one.  a  quarter  of  a  m  It- 
l'U  my  ot  grass,  nod  h  guod  jplase 


Cache  Cave  and  head  of  Echo  creek:  Al- 
'litude,  6,070  feet. 

Cave  in  the  lil 
road  he  lore  yon  »j 
ewulh  from  the  L'a 
to  camp. 

Cold  spring,  on  the  right  of  the  road.     - 

This  also  is  ri  good  place  tu  camp,  being  p'enry  of  gra-'-s 

Cold  spring,  south  side  the  road.  - 

At  the  foot  ul  :i  high  bill,  Good  place  to  rump.  Alt  'i 
tins,  you  travel  down  a  narrow  ravine,  between  ImlIi 
jnouulains.till  you  arrive  lit  Weber  river,  N6i  much  d  i 
licTuljty  for  ramping  down  it. 

Deep  ravine.       --•-_'- 

Sleep  on  both  banks,  Alinr  this,  you  will  cross  Enlu 
n-cik  a  number  of  times,  but  in  no  plain  very  difficult. 

Red  fork  of  Weber  river  :  All.  5,301  feet. 

There  ip  n  good  camping  place  a  mihi  before  yon  nr 
rave  here.  Alfo,  almost  »ny  where  on  the.  banks  of  th< 
river.  Plenty  of  limber.  The  strewn  abounds  with  spotter 
trout. 

Weber  river  ford,  4  rods  wide,  2  ft.  (Jeep. 

Good  to  fold.  Plenty  of  grass  and  limber  on  both 
fides  the  river. 

Pratt's  Pass,  to  avoid  the  Kanyon* 

The  Kinyon  is  n  few  miles  below,  whore  the  rivci 
inns  between  high  mountains  of  rocks.  Sumo  emigrant; 
liavc  pulsed  turoush,  but  il  i^  dangerous. 

East  loot  of  Long  hill.  - 

There  is  a  small  crock  descends  down  the  ho'low  ip 
whirli  i lie  road  is  made.  There  arc  several  epilogs  near 
t'ie  road 

Bridge  (over  the  creek.) 

Not  a  Lad  plnco  to  c.unp. 

Summit  of  Ridge. 

Therountiy  west  looks  rough  and  mountainous.  The 
descent  is  not  plpapant,  bring  mostly  on  the  side  hill.    v 

Small  creek,  left  of  (lie  road. 

Good  place  to  camp  Plenty  of  l'I'QfS,  water  and  wil 
lows.  The  roiid  here  rump  noith  a  mm  tor  ot  a  mile,  then 
west  and  ascends  riFtepphill 

Kanyon  creek,  1   rod  wide,  1   foot  deep 
Lat.  40°  54' 7".   - 

Yoif  have  to  cross  tl  is  creek  thirteen  limes,  be6idcs 
two  bad  swjimpp.  Tlio  road  u  dangerous  to  wagons,  on 
oeroiuitoi  druse,  high  hushc?,  trees,  nod  short  turns  in  the 
r.i-id.    Goo  1  pi  cc  to  rump.    (Sec  Note  9.) 

Leave  Kanyon  creek. 

Hero  yon  f'nrn  to  tlio  right,  and  bcidn  to  ascend  the 
highest  mount-in  you  cross  in  tin- whole  journey.  You 
triivel  through  timber,  Bomfi  o'll  side  hills,  and  cross  the 
creek  n  nunilicr  of  t'mos. 

Small  spring,  left  of  the  road. 

You  will  probably  find  wafer  in  several  places,  but  it 
is  uncertain  where,  as  it  runs  but  a  little  way  in  n  place, 
and  ihcn  sinks  in  the  prr'h. 

Summit  of  mountain  .    Altitude.  7,245  feet. 

Ynii  have  now  a*view  of  ilie  south  part  of  tho  Valley 
nrihfl  Great  Salt  Lake.  The  flf-apvnt'  to  Ptrep,  lengthy 
iiiwl  tedious  on  account  of  eiumjia  in  the  'road. 
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Bridge  over  a  deep  ravine.  ■  - 

Tliis  is  dangerous  id  cross,  ond  n  wagon  may  be  cosily 
up*et.  The  roud  Uys  through  a  total  ol  small  timber, 
and  is  unpleasant  traveling. 

Brown's  creek  and  spring.  - 

Not  a  bad  place  to  camp,  but  there  is  a  much  heitei 
one,  httll  h  mile  luwer  down. 

Cold  spring  on  Brown's  creek.     - 

Within  a  rod  of  the  road,  on  the  caet  side,  under  a 
grove  of  Black  Kirch  bushes.  Guod  place  to  camp,  hut 
home  miry.  Good  cnnming  uuy  where  for  two  miles 
lower. 

Leave  Brown's  creek. 

You  now  ascend  another  high  mountain,  by  a  Bleep 
apd  crooked  roud.  On  both  eides  tins  mountain,  Lheru  urr 
many  Serviccbcrry  buOics. 

Summit  of  last  ridge.  - 

The  descent  is  very  »tecp,  all  the  way,  till  you  nuive- 
on  the  banks  of  Last  creek. 

Last  creek.         -         -  •  - 

You  cross  this  creek  nineteen  ttmcp.  Fevernl  *» I  the 
crossings  are  difKi  tilt.  There  are  several  side  liills  whii  li 
require  care  in  tcninstcra.  Three  camping  places  ou  it 
but  the  road  is  rough. 

Mouth  of  the  Kanyon.  - 

You  now  enter  the  Valley  wf  the  Salt  Lake.  The  road 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Kany..n  bad.  and  rough  with  stump 
Afterwards,  descending  and  good. 

City  or  tue  Great  Salt   Lake. 
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The  city  is  located  within  three  miles  ol'  the  mountains, 
which  enclose  the  east  side  of  the  valley — within  three  miles 
of  the  Utah  outlet,  and  twenty-two  miles  of  the  Salt  Lake. 
The  land  is  gradually  sloping,  from  the  mountain  to  within  a 
mile  of  the  Outlet,  and  is  of  a  black,  loose,  sandy  nature.  A 
stream  of  water  rushes  from  the  mountains  cast  of  the  city, 
and,  at  the  upper  part,  it  divides  in  two  branches,  both  of 
which  pass  through  (lie  city  to  the  Outlet.  The  water  is 
good,  and  very  cold,  and  abundance  for  mill  purposes,  or  for 
irrigation.  The  air  is  good  and  pure,  sweetened  by  the  healthy 
breezes  from  the  Salt  Lake.  The  grass  is  rich  and'plcntiful, 
and  well  filled  with  rushes,  t.nd  the  passes  in  (he  mountains 
afford  abundance  of 'good  timber,  mostly  balsam  Fir. 

The  valley  is  about  forty  miles  long,  and  from  twenty  to 
twenty-five  miles  wide.  It  is  beautifully  surrounded  on  the 
west,  south,  and  east  by  high  mountain?.  Salt  Lake  extends 
from  a  point  a  little  south  of  west,  from  (he  city,  to  about 
eighty  miles  north,  forming  the  north-western  boundary. of  (he 
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valley.  "There  are  two  sulphur  springs  a  mile  and  a  half  north 
from  the  *Temple  Block  ;  the  water  is  salt,  and  a  little  warmei 
than  blood  :  two  miles  further  north  there  is  a  sulphur  spring 
of  boiling  water.  There,  is  not  much  land  on  the  north  part  of 
the  valley  fit  for  cultivation ;  but  the  cast  side  is  well  adapted 
for  fanning,  being  well  watered  by  several- large  creeks,  and 
the  soil  beautiful.  The  land  on  the  west  of  the  Utah  Outlet, 
is  also  good  for  farming,  and  easily  irrigated  from  the  south  end 
of  the  Outlet. 

The  latitudes,  longitudes,  and  altitudes  are  copied  from 
the  observations  and  calculations  made  by  Elder  0.  Pratt. 

The  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle,  at  the  City  of  the 
Great  Salt  Lake,  15°  47'  23"  east,  as  determined  on  the  SOtli 
July,  A.  D.  1S47,  by  the  mean  of  several  observations,  and 
calculations  of  the  Sun's  Azimuths  and  Altitudes. 


*  Latitude  cf  northern  boundary  of  Temple  Block,  40°  45'  44". 
Longitude  of  do.  do.  do.  111°  26' 34". 

Altitude  of     do.  do.  do.  1,300  feet. 
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NOTES. 

Note  i.  If  the  Elk  Horn  river  is  fordable,  you  leave  the 
main  road  a  mile  before  you  strike  the  river,  and  turn  north. 
After  leaving  the  road  three-fourths  of  a  mile,  you  will  cross 
a  very  bad  creek  or  slough,  being  soft  and  miry  ;  but,  by 
throwing  in  long  grass,  it  will  be  good  crossing.  You  then 
travel  three-fourths  of  a  mile  further,  and  arrive  at  the  ford. 
You  will  go  up  stream  when  fording,  and  gradually  come 
nearer  to  the  opposite  shore,  till  you  strike  a  piece  of  low  land 
on  the  west  side  ;  you  then  pass  by  a  narrow,  crooked  road, 
through  the  timber,  till  you  arrive  on  the  open  prairie.  You 
will  then  see  a  post  erected  in  near  a  south  direction,  about 
a  mile  distant.  Go  straight  to  that  .post,  and  you  will  find  a 
good  bridge  over  the  creek — and  there,  again  strike  the  main 
road.  From  here,  you  have  before  you  near, five  hundred 
miles  travel  over  a  flat,  level  country,  and  a  good  road,  with 
the  exception  of  several  sandy  bluffs  mentioned  herein.  The 
road  generally  runs  from  one  to  two  miles  from  the  Platte 
river,  but  not  too  far  to  turn  off  to  camp  in  case  of  necessity. 
All  camping  places,  which  lay  near  the  road,  are  mentioned  in 
this  work.  You  will  find  near  two  hundred  miles  without 
limber,  but  in  that  region  you  will  find  plenty  of  buffalo  chips, 
which  are  a  good  substitute  fur  fuel.  Buffalo  are  numerous 
after  you  arrive  at  the  head  of  Grand  Island,  and  continue  two 
hundred  miles. 

Note  ii.  The  descent  to  the  ford  is  steep,  and  at  the  bottom 
very  sandy.  Your  best  chance  to  ford,  will,  probably,  be  to 
enter  the  river  opposite  to  where  you  descend  from  the-bluff; 
then  go  near  a  straight  bourse,  bub  inclining  a  little?  d6\vn 
stream,  till  more  than  half  way  over,  when  you  will  find  a 
sand-bar.  Follow  this,  down  stream  near  half  a  mile,  and 
you  will  (hen  see  a  good  place  to  go  out  on  the  south  side.  In 
this  river  the  channels  often  change — the  old  ones  fill  up.  and 
new  ones  are  made — hence,  the  wisdom  and  necessity  of  hav- 
ing several  men  go  across  on  horses,  to  find  the  best  route,  be- 
fore,you  attempt  to  take  wagons  over.  If  this  precaution  is 
not  taken,  you  may  plunge  your  wagons  from  a  sand-bar  into 
a  deep  hole,  and  do  much  damage.  If  you  ford  up  stream,  ami 
come  out  higher  than  where  you  enter,  after  crossing,  strike 
for  the  bluffs,  in  a  direction  a  very  little  west  of  south,  till 
yon  arrive  on  the  old  road. 

On  arming  at  Prairie  creek,  if  you  take  a  south-west 
cnlu-c,  a  short  day's  drive  will  bring  jou  to  Wood  river,  siv 
ifr^eight  Ifcjlc^  above  whcrcJhc  old  road  crosses;  and  by  krep- 
J~|JS  Ihcsr.mc  course  after  citing  V\'ond_rh  rr,  you  will  sliikc 
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the  Platte  ten  or  twelve  miles  above  where  Wood  river  emp- 
ties into  it.  By  this  means  the  road  would  be  shortened  at 
least  five  miles,  and  probably  much  more. 

Note  in.  Fort  "John,  or  Laramie,"  lays  about  one  and  a 
half  miles  from  the  river,  in  near  a  south-west  course,  and  is 
composed  of  a  trading  establishment,  and  about  twelve  houses, 
enclosed  by  a  wall  eleven  feet  high.  The  wall  and  houses  are 
built  of  adobes,  or  Spanish  brick.  It  is  situated  on  the  Lara- 
mie Fork,  and  is  a  pleasant  location  :  the  latitude  of  the  Fort 
is  42°  12'  13";  longitude  104'  11'  53",  and  altitude  above  the 
sea,  4,090  feet.  After  leaving  here  you  begin  to  cross  the 
"Black  Hills,"  and  will  find  rough  roads,  high  ridges,  and 
mostly  barren  country.  There  is,  however,  not  much  diffi- 
culty in  finding  good  camping  places,  each  day's  travel,  by  ob- 
serving the  annexed  table. 

There  is  a  road  follows  the  river,  instead  of  crossing  the 
Black  Hills,  and  it  is  represented  as  being  as  near,  and  much 
better  traveling  if  the  river  is  fordable.  By  following  llvis 
road  you  have  to  cross  the  riv^r  three  times  extra,  but  will 
find  plenty  of  grass,  wood,  and  water.  If  the  river  is  fordable 
at  Laramie,  it  is  fordable  at  those  three  places,  and  you  can  go 
that  route  safely. 

Note  iv.  The  best  place  to  ford  will  probably  be  a  lit  tie 
below  the  bend  in  the  river.  After  this  you  have  fifty  miles 
to  travel,  which  is  dangerous  to  teams,  on  account  of  Alkali 
springs.  Great  care  should  be  taken  to  avoid  them,  by  select- 
ing a  camping  place  where  none  of  these  springs  are  near. 

Note  v.  In  low  water  the  river  is  easily  forded  opposite  to 
the  Rock  Independence;  but,  if  not  fordable  here,  a  good  place 
can  be  found  a  mile  higher  up  the  river. 

Independence  Rock  is  one  of  the  curiosities  to  be  scert  on 
the  road,  mostly  on  account  of  its  peculiar  shape  and  magni- 
tude. There  are  many  names  of  visitors  painted  in  various 
places,  on  the  south-east  corner.  At  this  corner  most  travelers 
appear  to  have  gone  up  to  view  the  top;  but  there  is  a  much 
belter  place  on  the  north  side,  about  half  way  from  end  to  end. 
Latitude  14  miles  below  42'  30'  \(i". 

The  road  along  the  Sweet  Water  is  mostly  sandy  and  heavy 
traveling.  You  will  find  many  steep  places,  and  as  you  ap- 
proach the  Rocky  Mountains,  you  will  find  some  high  hills  to 
travel  over. 

After  crossing  the  mountains  the  country  is  level,  but  still 
barren,  and,  if  possible,  more  sandy.  You  will  have  to  make 
some  long  drives  to  obtain  water  for  camping.  There  is  great 
lark  of  timber,  from  the  Upper  Plalle  ferry   to  Toil  Bridgrr, 
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and  in  fact  scarcely  any  kind  but  willows.     In  all  this  region 
the  willows  and  wild  sage  form  your  chief  ingredient  for  fuel. 

Note  vi.  It  is  supposed  that  a  good  road  can  be  made  here 
by  following  the  banks  of  the  river.  If  so,  these  high  bluffs, 
and  much  sandy  road,  would  be  avoided. 

Note  vii.  At  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  on  the  south  side 
the  road,  and  at  the  edge  of  the  creek,  there  is  a  strong  sulphur 
spring.  A  little  above  the  spring,  on  the  side  of  the  moun- 
tain, is  a  bed  of  stone  coal.  At  the  foot  of  the  bluff,  west  of 
where  you  cross  the  cieek,  is  a  noble  spring  of  pure,  cold 
water ;  and  about  a  mile  from  this  place,  in  a  south-west 
course,  is  a  "Tar,"  or  "Oil  Spring,"  covering  a  surface  of 
several  rods  of  ground.  There  is  a  wagon  trail  runs  within  a 
short  distance  of  it.  It  is  situated  in  a  small  hollow,  on  the 
left  of  the  wagon  trail,  at  a  point  where  the  trail  rises  a  higher 
bench  of  land. 

When  the  oil  can  be  obtained  free  from  sand,  it  is  useful  to 
oil  wagons.  It  gives  a  nice  polish  to  gun-stocks,  and  has  been 
proved  to  be  highly  beneficial  when  applied  to  sores  on  horses, 
cattle,  &c. 

Note  viii.  From  the  summit  of  this  ridge,  you  will  see 
to  the  west,  a  ridge  of  high,  rough,  peaked  rocks.  The  road 
runs  at  the  south  foot  of  that  ridge,  and  there  crosses  Yellow- 
creek.  From  the  place  where  you  now  stand,  the  road  runs 
through  a  beautiful  narrow  valley,  surrounded  by  gently  rolling 
hills,  and  is  pretty  straight  and  pleasant  traveling,  till  j;ou  ar- 
rive at  that  ridge  of  rocks.  There  is  little  difficulty  in  finding 
a  good  camping  place,  between  here  and  the  ridge  in  view,  ex- 
cept for  fuel,  which  is  scarce.  There  are  several  springs  of 
good  water  along  the  creek. 

Note  ix.  On  this  creek  is  a  very  rough  piece  of  road ; 
the  bushes  are  high,  and  road  narrow,  in  consequence  of  which 
wagon  covers  are  liable  to  be  torn,  and  bows  broke.  There 
are  many  short  turns  in  it,  where  wagon  tongues  are  liable  to 
be  broke.  Some  of  the  crossing  places  are  bad.  There  is  a 
good  camping  place  where  first  you  strike  the  creek — one 
about  .half  way  up,  and  one  a  quarter  of  a  mile  before  you  leave 
the  creek. 

The  ascent  up  the  next  mountain  is  both  lengthy  and  tedi- 
ous, mostly  through  high  timber,  and  there  are  many  slumps 
in  the  road.  It  is  a  chance  whether  you  will  find  any  water 
till  you  descend  on  the  west  side. 

From  this  creek  to  the  valley  is  decidedly  the  worst  piece 
of  road  on  the  wliolo  journey,  but  the  distance  is  short,  and  by 
using  care  and  patience,  it  js  easily  accomplished. 


